Tips for Teaching History

1. Couch the history within a relevant, fun experience

2. Make it compelling. Address the WIFM, why is the important or interesting

3. They need to make connections to history by (touching, seeing, learning, “tools”). Bring it back to how is this “my story”

4. Inspire students to learn by using imaginative and innovative materials to support and to tell the story of Texas

5. Use varied approaches to generate student interest and increase their knowledge (Textbooks, artifacts, primary sources)

6. Focus on higher level questions, then make sure to hit the TAKS and factual content

7. Primary sources, local/current events, and supplemental materials (other than just the textbook) provide closer or more tangible connections to the content

8. Beginning with geography and the physical world gives students a reference in reality, and then the historical events in the text can then be fixed to a place

9. Keep in mind bilingual students and their needs

Students learn best when:

1. They are involved in selecting the topic for their major projects (controlled choice)

2. Presented with a variety of materials that engages different learning styles

a. Lecture and note taking should be coupled with other activities

b. Varied readings and text from people of different cultures and times

3. Instructions are delivered by an enthusiastic, knowledgeable, well prepared, engaging person

4. Doing history. Hands-on projects are just as important as “studying history”

5. The history is made relevant, personalized, and if possible they feel a connection

Students like:

· “The stuff with lots of action”. The drama, the conflicts, wars

· Events involving storytelling and narratives because it humanizes history

· Ex.) Hearing about the challenges that facing a rural tx family in the 1870s

· Primary sources. The positive effect of real primary sources cannot be underestimated (diaries, journals, maps, films, websites, etc.)

· Can also increase student’s mastery and retention of information

· Knowing cause and then effect. 

· Ex.) the impact of the U.S.-Mexican war (1846-1848) on the lives of the people of Texas and Mexico

Tips from the Museum Personnel (mostly observations from exhibit visits):
· People love to touch things

· Kids love the big things and their independent spontaneous finds of things that interest them.

· Favorite exhibits are: The Terrazzo, the La Belle (shipwreck, skeleton), the postcard area

· Looking at artifacts and then hearing the stories that go along with them

· Revealing the story behind the object: how its was made, by whom, what it was used for

· The thinking and importance behind objects. Seeing the thought process of edited manuscripts

· Getting to know the person, the object, the place, the story, the history so that a personal connection can be made

· Feel a connection to the artifact because of the story behind it

· Personalize the history. Answer the WIFM, the why should students care

· Understanding the importance of the story, artifact, historical event

· Like the compare and contrast between the old and the new (it was like this and now its like this) to understand info and bring out multiple perspectives

· Important to grab students attention and keep their attention once you get it – keep them engaged with high energy, fun, interactive “presentation”

· Even though the audience might be “captive”, treat them as if you’re trying to keep their attention

· Ask questions to keep them engaged and hooked. Then reveal the answers and following up with things of interest

· Really important to frame the experience because its difficult to see how this history relates

· Idea of what people were going through in the past. Putting history in context

· Current to what happened before (or vise versa)

· Environment (recreation or sometimes not) and the stories – hearing an account of “a day in the life, or a family history” isn’t of just being told or reading about it

· 4th graders: typically wowed and ask a lot of questions

   4th grade: dog run cabin   7th not as much

Fort Davis: buffalo soldiers and stand in front of image

Comanche  tent: Quanah parker

· [4th and 7th: like first floor. Conquistadors, karankawa family

· 7th graders: nonchalant, they don’t ask a lot of questions. Pop culture helps

· Like: La Belle   

· Money oriented: goods, status

· Both grades: Put everything in context

· “Before ipods, think about….”

· “What clothes are now in fashion…juicy coutoure…well before they had to make their own clothes”

· Lots of Humor

· Pneumatic devices, lots of repetition

· Want them to walk out interested and with questions
· Zero in on a time frame, with famous people, they can relate to and build a story around it and then they get it.   

Activities that work

· “Can you find this or something that looks like this in the exhibit?”

· Core/Base that can be done quickly and then expanded and built upon based on time and student’s interest

· If visiting the museum, the activities need to be highly related to the exhibit content

Questions
· Ask good, open for multiple interpretation questions

· Ex. There’s a chair

· What do you see?

· When you see that chair, what do you thing?

· Then, address gap to reinforce historical thinking

