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Thirty-Second Look: Cultivating Observation and Critical Thinking Skills 
This activity can be used to prepare students to engage with artifacts, documents, photographs, works of art, and other objects during their visit and construct meaning from the Museum's exhibits. 

Activity Concept:  Interpreting and discovering meaning from artifacts takes more than thirty seconds.

· It takes time to notice the details in an artifact
· Students will practice observation skills compare perceptions.

· Students as a group will generate new insights for the whole class to learn from. 
Procedures:
1. Ask your students how long they think they might spend, on average, looking at an artifact. Remind them that artifacts can be objects, documents, or images. Record their responses and discuss the factors they believe affect the amount of time that they spend looking.  Ask students how long they think that adults spend, on average, looking at an artifact. After students have answered, explain that the average time that adults spend looking at one object in a museum is less than half a minute.  Ask if thirty seconds is enough time to spend with an artifact?  Why or why not?  Try the following experiment in small groups to test their answers. This experiment will be conducted using an image that students will see in the Museum.

2. Tell students that they are going to look at an image that an artist drew for the Museum. Direct students to look at the image (use the attached poster) for thirty seconds. At the thirty-second mark, ask everyone to turn around and face away from the image.
3. Without looking back at the image, ask students to use their memories to answer questions based on their observations.  You might ask the following questions:

· What do you first notice about this image?

· What people, objects, or symbols do you see in this image?

· How would you describe them?

· What kind of setting is depicted?

· What is the subject of the image?

Optional: Categorize the ideas that students come up with in a chart such as: 

	People: 


	Actions:

	Objects:


	Symbols:


Then ask students to use their memories to draw meaning from the image. 
· What do you think the message of the image is? What story is being told?

       List some details, or clues, from the image that support your answer
· Who was the intended audience for this image? 
· Where might this image be in the Museum?
· How does this image help you better understand the Museum or what you might see in the exhibits? 

· What questions does this image raise in your mind?
4. With students’ interests piqued, have them look again at the image.  Guide the students through a careful re-looking.  Ask them how they would refine their looking. Is there anything on the list that isn’t actually in the image? Sometimes we can believe we saw something when we didn’t; or sometimes students might recall different people or symbols than are actually used in the work of art. Encourage students to speculate about what is being communicated. Ask them to explain how the detailed observation allowed them to determine what the image depicts. You might also ask students what information they could research that would help them find out more about the meaning of this image. 
5. Ask students to consider how much longer they spent looking at the work of art the second time and to explain their reactions. Was their initial glance enough?  Ask students if posing questions to themselves and discussing and comparing observations with other people was helpful in determining the meaning of the image.  Have the students explain their answers.

6. Tell students about the images and symbols found in the Terrazzo Mural and what the artist wanted to convey (see attached handout). Finish by reviewing the activity, emphasizing that taking time to make careful observations and ask questions is central to understanding and making meaning from the artifacts and exhibits they'll find at the Museum. 
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