Educator Planning For The Student Field Study Visit to the Museum
I.  Brainstorm with teaching team—logistics and content:
	Driving Question: What do we want students to be able to do as a result of the Museum visit?
	

	Where will we be in the curriculum at the time of the Museum visit?
	

	When is the best time to go to the Museum? Check with Museum staff.
	

	What do we need funds for and how much per student?  (Busses, theater, etc.)
	

	Do we have funds? Source? Are there stipulations for use?
	

	When can we get busses? Date, time, return time?
	

	At a 1 to 10 ratio, how many chaperones will we need? Who will train chaperones?
	

	What are the Museum’s expectations (reservations, fee-based programs, behavioral, etc)*
	


II.
Logistics


A.
Critical decisions to make as a teaching team                            
	Lead teacher for this trip identified
	

	Date of visit
	

	Itinerary :     Busses arrive at school 

                       Depart school

                       Arrive Museum

                       Museum’s Orientation*

                       Museum Activities

                       Lunch

                       Other Museum time, etc.

                       Depart Museum

                       Arrive school
	



B.
Who is responsible for….?
	Content Planning

(reverse of this page)
	

	Buses /Contact w/driver 

	

	Chaperone recruiting

and training
	

	Lunch plan


	

	Behavior plan


	

	Who will serve as the school contact w/Museum?*
	


*Refer to Museum information sheet (Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum)
III. Content Planning For the Student Field Study Visit to the Museum
A.  TEKS to cover during the visit:
B.    Activities    (Driving question: What do we want students to be able to do as a result of the visit?)
	Pre-Visit


	1. How many class periods will you need to prepare the students for the visit?  _________
2. If students come from more than one teacher’s classroom what is the plan to insure that ALL students hear/learn the same (of #3 below)?

3.  Curriculum 

      A.  Museum overview (intro-review of six flags, themes by floors, special exhibit, mini-theaters on each floor, etc.)
      B.   1.Activities at the Museum-explain-let students see the actual activity (then take it up)

            2. Pre--visit research on specific topic that includes making a list of things to search for at the Museum.  (Example: Who were the Buffalo soldiers?  When were they stationed in Texas? What was the mission of their unit? Are their reenactments of these units performing today? Where/when?)

	Museum 
    Visit   

	Consider: 
1.Will everyone visit each floor OR will specific assignments be made with plan to share upon return to classroom?
2. If written activities are planned what will students do with the data they collect?

(Note: The Museum has clipboards for student use)
3.  Trivia-oriented questions are like needles in a haystack to locate.  What is the purpose?

4. Offer topics that provide open-ended questions that will be interesting and exciting  for discussion/ research/presentation upon return to the classroom – 
Example: Which Native American group would you have been most “at home” living with in early Texas?  Select one. In your notes correctly spell the name, make notes on location, food, clothing, shelter, friends and enemies, time they lived in Texas, where descendants are today. SKETCH and LABEL artifacts found relating to this culture group. Make other notes as appropriate.

	   Post
   Visit


	1. How will the data collected at the Museum be used?
2. Will the final product be written or an oral presentation; will students be grouped or perform individually?

3    Museum data collection is good data for student portfolio that may not be presented in final form until the appropriate time during the academic year that the class is studying a particular topic—Example:  Aviation in Texas during WW II
4. Students will ask….”Is this for a grade? “
5. Do you have an elementary school near by? Might 7th grade students make oral presentations to 4th grade students on specific data collected at the Museum?

6. Is there a senior living center near your campus that you might present information to?



Educator Planning for the Student Field Study Visit

Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum

November 2007

