Photo Analysis
Three Methods Adapted from Resources Noted

I. Three-part Method of Photo Analysis*

	Observation
	Knowledge
	Interpretation

	Describe what you see?

· People

· Physical setting

· Additional details
	Combine prior knowledge of the situation/era, etc. with what is observed in the photo.
	Conclusions:

· What is happening in the picture?

· Who are the people?

· Are their objects that are significant?

· General conclusions?


Is there need for further research?

II. General Considerations for Photo Analysis**


A. Subject matter: who, what, when, where, why


B. Technical: camera, depth of field (is the entire image in focus?), any manipulation of the photo?


C. Composition:


   1. Is there a key point of focus?


   2. Was it a quick photo to capture an historic moment? What it staged? Was it portraiture?


   3. Might this photo have been cropped?  Would it be better cropped?


   4. Was it a close up shot? Are details shown?


   5. Is there a main subject that is the focus of the photo?


   6. Were the people photographed aware of the camera?


   7. What additional material of explanation accompanies the photograph?

III. National Archives & Records Administration Photo Analysis***


A. Observation 



1. Study entire photo to form overall impression, then mentally divide photo into four 


quadrants. Study each of the four quadrants for details.


2. Make a chart to list details:

	People
	Objects
	Activities

	
	
	



B.  Inferences


Based upon observation, list three things you infer from the photograph.


C. Questions


A. What questions does the photograph raise in your mind?



B. Where will you find answers to the questions?

 _______________________________________________________________________________________
Attachment

 Photo Analysis Worksheet (National Archives)

Sources

* Instructional Technology Services of Central Ohio, Inc (www.cyberbee.com) 

** Ministry of Education New Zealand (http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/visarts/ans-westra)

*** USNARA (The U.S. National Archives & Records Administration) (www.archives.gov) 
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