Teaching History Through Object-Based Learning
Why Visit A Museum?

1. Museums communicate ideas

· Why events took place, when/where/why/how an artifact was made
· Example: What were the conditions that led to the integrated circuit’s inception in 1958?
· Example: What global conditions prompted La Salle to return to North America in 1684?  (Hint: Spain is involved)
2. Museums cultivate observation skills

· Meaning is constructed when we view objects, think about them and begin to develop our person frame of reference

· Example:  Study the “colony kit” found on the French ship, La Belle. What provisions that would have been used each day were included?
3. Museums promote critical thinking skills

· Examples: How was it made? Does it have a purpose? Would the purpose have been different in a different time period?
· Example: What will people think about our 21st Century living when an ipod or cell phone is discovered 200 years from now?

4. Museums evoke feelings

· Example: How would you feel about living in Texas in 1835?

· Example: Place yourself on a cattle ranch in West Texas in the late 19th Century? What might you experience?

5. Museums inspire

· Art, invention, design
· Stories of hardship, discovery and success
· Example:  Study the plaster cast model of Sam Houston on the second floor created by Elizabet Ney.  Research both Elizabet Ney and Sam Houston to learn of their contributions to Texas.
6. Museums invite conversation

· Conversations bridge age, gender, interests, and many other obstacles.
· Example: Walk with a friend through a specific exhibit. Talk about it! What one person observes another may overlook.  What new learning takes place in the conversation?
7. Museums support literacy

· Opportunities to read for comprehension and analysis. 
· Examples: Theme banners; artifact explanations, narratives

·  Does the print material provide enough information or will one need to research specific topics? 
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